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Extended Essay Planning Form
	EE Pathway and DP subjects
	Pathway: Subject-focused 
	Pathway: Interdisciplinary
Note: Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS) and Literature and Performance cannot be selected as either of the two subjects in an interdisciplinary Extended Essay.

	
	DP Subject:



	DP Subjects: 




	
	
	Framework:
☐ Power, equality, justice
☐ Culture, identity, expression
☐ Movement, time, space
☐ Evidence, measurement, innovation
☐ Sustainability, development, change


	Working Title
	Suggest a provisional title that reflects the topic and focus.

	
	



	Research Question
	A focused and specific question guiding the investigation, relevant to IB DP Computer Science. Ensure it avoids obvious conclusions and invites critical thinking, technical analysis, and evaluation. This may change after further research.

	
	




	Academic justification
	Why is this topic worth investigating? What do you hope to understand, compare or evaluate?

	
	





	Relevant theories, concepts, frameworks
	Identify subject-specific theories, concepts, algorithms or frameworks that may inform the investigation.
These include established algorithms, performance analysis techniques, or computational theories.
Examples may include Big-O notation for analysing algorithms' time and space complexity, data structure theory (e.g., arrays, linked lists), optimisation techniques for algorithm efficiency, etc.

	
	





	Secondary methods 
and sources
	List secondary methods and sources relevant to your research.
A secondary method refers to analysing or using data already collected by others. This method involves reviewing, interpreting, and synthesising existing information rather than generating new data. 

	
	





	Primary methods 
and sources
	List primary methods and sources relevant to your research.
What original data might you collect, for example through experiments, simulations or benchmarking? If not applicable, leave blank.

	
	





	
	For experimental primary research in a Sciences Extended Essay, students should identify three main types of variables:
· Independent variable (IV): The factor deliberately changed or manipulated. 
What will you change?
· Dependent variable (DV): The factor measured or observed in response to the change. What will you measure?
· Controlled variables (CVs): Factors kept constant to ensure a fair and reliable comparison. What will you keep constant?

	
	Independent variable (IV): 

Dependent variable (DV): 

Controlled variables (CVs): 


	Tools 
	List tools that you will use. 
Examples may include programming environments, data collection tools, performance monitoring utilities, etc.

	
	





	Feasibility and anticipated challenges
	Consider time, access to data or equipment, technical limitations, ethics, privacy or licensing.

	
	





	Questions for the Supervisor
	What are you uncertain about? What guidance do you need before proceeding?

	
	






Planning note: This is a working document for an initial discussion, not a finalized research proposal.
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